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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2, Claims 1-9, 13-22, 26-28, 29 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by each of the following prior art to Tenfelde et al. (US # 5,873,307) 
and to Salgado (US # 5,579,087). 

With respect to claims 1, 5, 7, 8, 13, 18, 20, 21, 26 and 33, Tenfelde et al. teach 
a method of processing data in a data processing system (Fig. 1) comprising a plurality 
of electrical devices (1-5), the data is transmitted over a common data bus (6), the 
electrical devices being connected to the common data bus by means of associated 
adapters (interface connectors that are inherent in the electrical devices), comprising 
identifying plural devices from the plurality of electrical devices required for performing a 
requested data processing (the computer 12 comprising a central controller or 
processor that recognizing or identifying the devices 1-5), the identified devices 
constituting a segment of the plurality of electrical devices; assigning a segment 
identifier (each of the devices 1-5 is assigned with an IP address so that the computer 
12 can configure each IP address for communicate and sent data to each of the devices 
1-5 individually) of each of the to the identified devices constituting the segment, and 
configuring the adapters of those electrical devices that have been assigned the 
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segment identifier in that each device of the segmented devices is able to filter out data 
that is destined to the respective device from the common data bus (the data sent from 
the computer to the respective devices 1-5 through the common data bus 6 and each 
devices 1-5 comprises a unique IP address that allow each devices 1-5 to receive only 
data that are destined to the respective device) (Fig. 1 and cols. 4-5 of Tenfelde et al.) 

With respect to claims 2, 14 and 27, see Fig. 1 and col. 5 of Tenfelde et al. that 
teach the identified plural devices are comprised within a single standalone data 
processing device. 

With respect to claims 3 and 26, see Fig. 1 and cols. 4-5 of Tenfelde et al. that 
teach at least one of the electrical devices constitutes a data processing management 
unit (12) that controls the segmentation. 

With respect to claims 14 and 28, see Fig. 1 and col. 4, lines 55+ of Tenfelde et 
al. that teach the second plurality of print-related devices comprises a roll unwinder, a 
rewinder, a burster, a trimmer, a stacker, a cutter, an inserter and/or a label sticker. 

With respect to claims 1 , 5, 7, 8, 1 3, 1 8, 20, 21 , 26 and 33, Salgado teaches a 
method of processing data in a data processing system (Fig. 1) comprising a plurality of 
electrical devices (4, 5, 1 1 , 14), the data is transmitted over a common data bus (24), 
the electrical devices being connected to the common data bus by means of associated 
adapters (interface connectors that are inherent in the electrical devices), comprising 
identifying plural devices from the plurality of electrical devices required for performing a 
requested data processing (the network administration comprising a central processor 
that recognizing or identifying the devices 4, 5, 1 1), the identified devices constituting a 
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segment of the plurality of electrical devices; assigning a segment identifier (each of the 
devices 4, 5, 1 1 is assigned with an IP address so that the central processor can 
configure each IP address for communicate and sent data to each of the devices 4, 5, 
1 1 ) of each of the to the identified devices constituting the segment, and configuring the 
adapters of those electrical devices that have been assigned the segment identifier in 
that each device of the segmented devices is able to filter out data that is destined to 
the respective device from the common data bus (the data sent from the central 
processor to the respective devices 4, 5, 1 1 through the common data bus 24 and each 
devices 4, 5, 1 1 comprises a unique IP address that allow each devices 4, 5, 1 1 to 
receive only data that are destined to the respective device) (see Fig. 1 and cols. 3-7 of 
Salgado). 

With respect to claims 3 and 26, see Fig. 1 and cols. 3-6 of Salgado that teach 
at least one of the electrical devices constitutes a data processing management unit 
that controls the segmentation. 

With respect to claims 4, 6, 9, 17, 19, 22, 29 and 31, see Figs. 2-7 and cols. 4-7 
of Salgado that teach the data processing management unit comprises a user interface 
or a display unit (40) and the identifying the plural devices comprises providing a 
graphical user interface on the display unit, the graphical user interface representing a 
data processing management layer adapted to perform segmentation, and displaying a 
plurality of indications within the graphical user interface, each indication representing a 
user-selectable data processing, and the data processing management unit, in 
response to a user indicating the requested data processing, automatically identifies the 
necessary devices for the requested data processing. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 30 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Salgado as applied in the rejection above, and in view of Pepin et al. (US # 
6,151,131). 

With respect to claims 30 and 32, Salgado teaches all the limitations as 
explained above, except for the display unit is a "touchscreen". 

Pepin et al. teach a printing system including a user interface or a display unit 
(52) comprising a touchscreen (62). 

In view of this teaching, it would have been obvious to one of skill in the art to 
modify the display unit of Salgado to include the touchscreen as taught by Pepin et al. 
for the advantage of allowing the user to select an access the information displayed on 
the display unit faster and easier. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 10-12 and 23-25 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Claims 10-12 and 23-25 have been indicated for containing allowable subject 
matter because the prior art fails to teach the entire combination of a method of 
processing data in a data processing system including broadcasting an allocation 
request over the common data bus, the allocation request comprising at least the 
segment identifier and the determined unique identifiers, receiving the allocation request 
in the adapters having an identifier corresponding to one of the determined unique 
identifiers and determining whether the identified devices are segmented or not, and for 
each un-segmented identified device, indicating that the device may be assigned the 
segment identifier. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. The Applicant's attention is invited to the patents to Lobiondo (US 
# 5,287,194), Iwata (JP 1 1-194913) and Salgado (JP 08-063312). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh H. Chau whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2156. The examiner can normally be reached on M - TH 9:30AM - 8:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew H. Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

MINHCHAU 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



MHC 

September 15, 2005 



